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the, “One of One,” a 1937 Chrysler 
Imperial built specifically for the family 
of the Chrysler founder.  Streets in the 
downtown will be closed to vehicular 
traffic on Middle Neck Road, from 
Barstow Road to Cedar Drive, as well as 
portions of Bond Street, Grace Avenue 
and North and South Station Plaza.  

Mayor Jean Celender stated that she 
enjoys this special tradition, “This 
annual event is really a celebration of 
Great Neck, a way to highlight our 
wonderful community  and shopping 
district. The Village of Great Neck 
Plaza is proud to host this event with the 
BID. It is our way of giving thanks to 
the community for supporting our 
downtown.”  

Make sure you save the date of the 28th 
Annual Street Fair and AutoFest! We 
look forward to celebrating a day of 
music, dancing, dining and other fun 
activities with you in the Plaza.    

For more information on this and other 
wonderful events happening in the 
Plaza, feel free to contact us at Village 
Hall, (516) 482-4500, check our 
website, www.greatneckplaza.net, or 
contact the Great Neck Plaza BID at 
(516) 829-1301 and visit their website at 
www.shopgreatneck.com.    

The Village of Great Neck Plaza, in 
association with its Business Improvement 
District (BID), is once again pleased to 
announce the 28th Annual Street Fair and 
AutoFest is scheduled for Sunday, 
September 9th, from Noon to 5 p.m. The 
AutoFest will feature a fun-filled day of 
dancing, dining, and browsing of all the 
classic and antique cars that will be 
showcased. In case of inclement weather, 
the rain date will be Sunday, September 
16th.  

Always a popular event for people of all 
ages, festival-goers will be treated to the 
best of what Great Neck Plaza has to 
offer; live bands and other performances 
featured on every corner, a karaoke 
competition consisting of previous 
promenade night karaoke contestants, a 
large choice of culinary dishes from our 
various ethnic restaurants, demonstrations 
from Vigilant Fire Department, inflatable 
bouncers and rock walls for kids, a petting 
zoo, shopping from our numerous 
boutiques and many, many more 
activities. As an AutoFest, there will be 
many vintage vehicles on display for 
festival-attendees to enjoy as well; early 
Ford Model A’s and T’s, vintage Buicks, 
Cadillac’s, Jaguars, Rolls-Royces, and 
featuring the rare Alco-6 Racer from 
1909, known as the, “Black Beast,” and 
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Message from the Mayor 

E-Newsletter 
Receive News and Information via E-mail 
Join Mayor Jean’s E-Newsletter!  
If you would like to receive news and information from our office pertaining to our Village, including our e-newsletter via e-mail, fill 
out the form below and return it to us at Village Hall.  You can also go on-line to register on the Village’s web site at 
www.greatneckplaza.net. Your submitted information will be used solely by the Mayor’s office to keep you current on important 
matters. 
NAME:    __________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:   __________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE  __________________________________________________ 

PHONE *  __________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS  __________________________________________________ 
* Indicates Optional Information      

Dear Friends,  

On Sunday, September 9th it will mark our 28th Annual 
Street Fair and AutoFest in the Village of Great Neck 
Plaza.  Always a great fun-filled family day, we are busy 
planning some new additions to make this an exciting 
fall festival.  We hope you will join us to celebrate a 
great day in our Village.  The Street Fair will take place 
on Middle Neck Road from South Station Plaza to 
Maple Drive, starting at Noon and running until 5 p.m. 
The rain date is the following Sunday, September 16th.  

The summer has again been a busy one.  We hosted in 
association with our BID, four successful Promenade 
Nights that were well-attended and are terrific 
community events bringing people together to celebrate 
our hometown. It’s a great time to dine al fresco and 
enjoy a night in the downtown with family and friends. 

We also had another fantastic line-up of performers in 
our Summer Concert Series.  I personally believe that 
this was one of our best years yet!  We look to provide a 
variety of music genres and weekly concerts of some of 
Long Island’s best performers around, and, of course 
those bands that fit within our program budget.  We 
greatly appreciate the support of the Great Neck Park 
District, the Great Neck Senior Center and the Great 
Neck Arts Center for their cooperation and assistance in 
this popular program. Additionally, we are very grateful 
to the following local merchants and persons who have 
generously provided us with a sponsorship this year to 
help defray program expenses: Allstate Insurance 
Moutrane Agency, The Andrew Hotel, Assemblywoman 
Michelle Schimel, Astoria Federal Savings Bank, Atria 
Senior Living, Daruma of Tokyo, Grace Plaza Nursing 

and Rehabilitation Center, Great Neck Arts Center, 
Jildor Shoes, Joseph & Company Hair Salon, Katya 
School of Dance, Laverne of Great Neck and TD Bank.  
I encourage and remind residents to “Keep it Local” and 
shop in Great Neck Plaza.  Please support our wonderful 
merchants and vast array of shops, restaurants and 
service establishments here in our own Village.  Tell 
these merchants that supported our Summer Concert 
Series how happy you are for their help in bringing these 
fine concerts to you every Tuesday night in Jon’s Park!  

We hope you have enjoyed our beautiful hanging 
planters that have adorned our Village street lamp posts, 
our terra cotta pots, and the roundabout this spring and 
summer.  I want to commend Trustee Schneiderman for 
overseeing this program and our DPW staff for their 
creativity in bringing more varied and colorful plantings 
that have been a wonderful addition to beautify our 
streetscapes, parks and seating areas.  Our DPW staff is 
out there every morning diligently watering to make sure 
these plantings stay lush and beautiful; a difficult task 
given this summer’s many hot and sunny days.  Please 
take a minute to let Superintendent Ivor Belgrave, and 
his great staff, know what a fine job they are doing!  

I look forward to seeing you come by and having a great 
time in the Plaza’s downtown at the Street Fair on 
September 9th! 

  

  

Jean A. Celender, Mayor 
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Plaza Campaign to Ease Downtown  

Traffic and Parking Availability  

 
The Village of Great Neck Plaza recently released a 
revised Parking Brochure.  The impetus for the new 
brochure came from the Parking Subcommittee of the 
Mayor’s Downtown Committee; a volunteer group of 
landlords, merchants, and other interested parties who 
have come together to assist Mayor Jean Celender and 
the Village Board in recruiting prospective businesses to 
the Plaza and in developing a Downtown Action Plan.  A 
detailed parking map was incorporated into the brochure 
to help patrons more easily find convenient parking.  
With a more modern, less cluttered look, the updated 
parking brochure makes it easier to identify the Plaza’s 
parking garages, parking lots and permit spaces. Several 
familiar Great Neck Plaza landmarks are also identified 
to orient readers.  The new parking brochure was created 
with residents’ and shoppers’ best interest in mind 
according to Trustee Schneiderman, “The goal of the 
campaign is to make it easier for visitors and residents 
alike to enjoy shopping, dining and recreational activities 
in Great Neck Plaza.”  The new parking brochure is on 
display in acrylic holders situated at the entrances of Lot 
4, across from the Village Hall, and Lot 2, at Grace 
Avenue and Bond Street, as well as Village Hall and on 
the Village’s website, www.greatneckplaza.net, under 
“Parking Information.”  

 
In addition to a more shopper-friendly brochure, the 
Village’s Business Improvement District (BID), along 
with the Village and Mayor’s Downtown Committee, is 
proud to announce the creation and placement of new, 
larger and more visible parking signs throughout the 
downtown area directing motorists to Village garages 
and metered lots.  The BID has been proactive in helping 
residents and shoppers reach their preferred destinations 
by improving signage throughout the Village through 
various measures.  The new blue and green signs placed 
in visible locations are easier to spot and will help lessen 
the confusion as to where accessible parking is available.  
Stated BID Vice President and Director, Jay Corn, “Our 
downtown offers many different types of cuisines and 
shopping experiences for visitors to enjoy.  We wanted 
to make finding available parking as simple and efficient 
as possible.”  
 
With over 1,600 public parking spaces available for 
residents and shoppers, finding parking in the Village 
has never been easier.  For more information or to obtain 
the village’s parking brochure, please visit the Village’s 
website, www.greatneckplaza.net, or come to Village 
Hall at 2 Gussack Plaza.  For information on the Great 
Neck Plaza’s BID events, visit www.shopgreatneck.com.  

Code Enforcement Officer Christopher Backmon 
displays the new parking brochure at the entrance of Lot 
4 (across from Village Hall). The new parking brochure 
is also on display at the entrance of Lot 2 (Grace Avenue 
& Bond Street) and at Village Hall.  

The new blue and green BID parking signs have been 
placed in visible locations throughout the downtown area 
directing motorists to Village garages and metered park-
ing lots. This pictured sign is located at the intersection 
of Middle Neck Road and Grace Avenue. 



Page 4             September 2012      Plaza Voice

Application for VGNP Affordable Housing Program Now Available 

The Village of Great Neck 
Plaza’s application for its 
new Affordable (Workforce) 
Housing units, located at 
255 Great Neck Road, is 
available to the public. For 
those interested in receiving 
an application, packets are 
available at Village Hall, 2 
Gussack Plaza, Great Neck, 
NY, 11021, during our 
business hours of operation, 
Monday through Friday, 9 
a.m. to 4:45 p.m., and on 
our Village website, 
www.greatneckplaza.net.  A link to 
the application is also on our Village 
Facebook page as well.  
 
There will be 9 one-bedroom and 10 
two-bedroom units available to 
single persons or families that meet 
certain categorical and income 
guidelines. One or two year leases 
will be available for these units. 

Applications for nineteen one-bedroom and two-bedroom 
affordable housing units are now available at Village Hall 
or on our Village website.  

Rent for the affordable units will be 
30% of the combined current annual 
gross income of all persons in the 
household. 
 
Applications must be completed and 
returned to the Village by October 1, 
2012. An application fee (non-
refundable) of $125 is required at the 
time of submission. All applications 
received by such date will be randomly 
ranked for selection purposes. It is 

application for an affordable housing 
unit, will not be eligible for any such 
unit, and all such applications will be 
rejected.   
 
If you have any questions regarding 
this notice, please contact Brian 
Hetey, Mayor’s Assistant, or Patricia 
O’Byrne, Village Clerk, by 
telephone, (516) 482-4500, fax, (516) 
482-3503, or email, 
mayorsassistant@greatneckplaza.net.  

anticipated that preliminary 
eligibility determinations will 
be made in approximately 
October/November 2012.  
Please note, persons in a 
household may submit only 
one application for an 
affordable housing unit.  Any 
person who submits multiple 
applications for an affordable 
housing unit, and any 
household in which more than 
one person submits and 

‘Plaza Downtown Buzz’ in the Palm of Your Hands! 

With the arrival of smartphones over 
the last ten years, people are able to 
do more things from the palm of 
their hand. From booking a flight, 
finding your car in a busy parking 
lot, or turning on the lights in home 
from anywhere in the world, there is 
almost nothing you can’t do using 
your fingertips.  
 
One of the latest technological 
advances  that businesses, both on 
Wall Street and Main Street, are 
using for promotional advertising 
are QR Codes. Originally invented 
by Denso, a Toyota subsidiary 
company, in 1994 to track car 
shipments, QR Codes are just as 
common to shoppers nowadays as 
coupons are.  

Being an innovative and forward 
thinking Village, the Plaza has jumped 
into the world of QR Codes to deliver 
the newest information to residents, 
businesses, and visitors. By scanning 
the QR Code pictured to the right with 
your smartphone, you will be able to 
sign up for our Village E-Newsletter, 
“Plaza Downtown Buzz.” With access 
to our E-Newsletter, subscribers will 
get the latest Village news, listing of 
events, and exclusive coupon discounts 
to businesses in the Plaza sent to their 
email every month. Stated Mayor Jean 
Celender, “We have added this feature 
to make it easier for people to stay 
current with all the happenings in the 
Village.” 
 
 

Smartphone users can scan the QR 
Code above to access the Village’s, 
“Plaza Downtown Buzz.” 

Be sure to scan the QR Code above 
in order to get your “Plaza Dowtown 
Buzz!” 

http://www.greatneckplaza.net�
http://www.facebook.com/VillageofGreatNeckPlaza�
mailto:mayorsassistant@greatneckplaza.net�
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3rd Annual Poetry Contest Rules Announced 

The Village of Great Neck 
Plaza, in conjunction with 
Long Island Traditions and 
Poetry Coordinator, 
Carolyn Raphael, is pleased 
to announce the dates for 
the 3rd Annual Poetry 
Contest. The contest will be 
judged by Gladys 
Henderson, last year’s 2nd 
prize contest winner and 
2010 Walt Whitman 
Birthplace Poet of the Year.  
 
Poets 18 years of age or 
older from Nassau, Suffolk, 
and Queens Counties are 

invited to submit up to three original unpublished 
poems as part of the 3rd Annual Poetry Contest. Poetry 
contestants may submit poems on whatever subject and 
style desired, as long as each poem does not exceed a 
30-line maximum. Poetry entries will be accepted 
starting September 7, 2012 and must be postmarked no 
later than Thursday, January 31, 2013, to the Village of 
Great Neck Plaza, 2 Gussack Plaza, P.O. Box 440, 
Great Neck, NY, 11022, Attn: Poetry Contest. There is 
also an entry fee of $15 (non-refundable), payable by 
check or money order to Long Island Traditions, that 
must be included with any material submitted. Poems 
must be single-spaced and typed, with one poem per 

page. Each poem shall have a title as well. Contestants 
shall include two copies of each poem, one anonymous 
and one with the poet’s name and address below the 
poem. A cover sheet listing the poet’s name, address, 
phone number and email address, and title of each poem, 
must be included when submitting an entry.  
 
Winners of the 3rd Annual Poetry Contest will be 
announced on the Village’s website, 
www.greatneckplaza.net, and in the Great Neck Record 
on Thursday, March 21, 2013. An Awards Day reading 
will take place on Sunday, April 21, 2013, at 2 p.m., at 
the Great Neck Plaza courtroom. The first prize winner 
will receive $150 and a 20-minute reading at Awards 
Day, second prize winner will receive $75 and a 10-
minute reading, and the third place winner will receive 
$50 and a 5-minute reading. There will also be two 
awards for Honorable Mention; these poets will be 
invited to read their poems as well. Additionally, each of 
the three winning poems will be posted for one month on 
seven secure outdoor village sign posts, on the bulletin 
board in Village Hall, and in the waiting room of the 
Great Neck LIRR station waiting room. Honorable 
Mention poems will be posted for two weeks at the 
aforementioned locations. 
 
For any additional information, feel free to contact 
Carolyn Raphael, poetry coordinator, 
gnppoetry@yahoo.com,   or Brian Hetey, 
mayorsassistant@greatneckplaza.net.  

Carolyn Raphael, Poetry 
Contest Coordinator. 

Did You Know...? 

Historic Walking Tour 
...that the Village of Great Neck Plaza, in 
association with Long Island Traditions, 
recently reprinted the Great Neck Plaza 
Historic Walking Tour guide, complete with 
a fold-out map and tour stop destinations. 
The publication is available for free and can 
be picked up during regular business hours 
at Village Hall, Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 
4:45 p.m., located at 2 Gussack Plaza, Great 
Neck, NY, 11021. Those interested in our 
Historic Walking Tour guide can also access it via our 
Village homepage, www.greatneckplaza.net, under, 
“Historic Preservation.” 

Welcome Packet for New Residents 
Additionally, the Village offers welcome 
packets for new residents and businesses to 
the Plaza. Our welcome packets give 
valuable information in regards to sponsored 
Village events, programs, parking 
regulations, and important addresses and 
phone numbers. If you are interested in 
receiving a welcome packet, feel free to stop 
by Village Hall to pick up a copy, or give us 
a call at (516) 482-4500 to request one. We’ll 

be happy to provide you with a welcome packet free of 
charge. This is a wonderful opportunity to learn about all 
the programs and services available to you in the Plaza!  

http://www.greatneckplaza.net�
mailto:mayorsassistant@greatneckplaza.net�
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Civility is Golden 
 
BY SHELDON M. GOODMAN, PH.D., Former Trustee 
and Contributing Author 

There is much to deeply trouble us these days. The 
economic crisis, overseas wars, the ongoing threat of 
terrorism, a dangerously unstable middle east, to just 
highlight some concerns that are standing before us. 
 
Another unsettling development is the at times appalling 
lack of civility and courtesy. Angry people are striking 
out in so many areas of our lives. We might, with 
justification label the present time as "the age of rage"- 
road rage, workplace rage, political rage, just to 
enumerate some manifestations of this dilemma we are 
facing every day. The rules of fair play seem to be 
increasingly ignored. 
 
Civility at its core, means respecting the other person's 
point of view, no matter how wide of the mark, bizarre, 
or even ignorant you may think it is. Don't question 
motives - discuss policies, listen, ask questions. Too 
many, today, take their cues from a polarizing, attack-
oriented political culture. Help your adversaries 
understand they are reasonable, thoughtful, but just 
simply off base on a particular issue. You might even 
change a few minds in the process. "My way or the 
highway" has never been the best way to win friends and 
influence people. As hard as it may be, use responses 
such as "I understand why you hold that position- there 
may be merits in what you say - I respect your beliefs- 
let's discuss an alternative." Don't retaliate if insulted or 
overreact.  If you strike back you will probably 
exacerbate an already tense situation.  
 
A hallmark of civility is respect for diversity and 
differences. This applies to such basic human 
demarcations as gender, sexual orientation, race, religion 
and ethnicity. Genuine inclusion is a goal we must all 
aspire to. 
 
I will end my plea with a thought on Empathy. A word 
that has taken on such importance in both my personal 
and professional life. It could be defined as the ability to 
share in another's emotions, thoughts, or feelings - it is 
the single quality that assures one will act toward others 
with civility. 
 
Yes, times are tough, but this writer still gets up every 
morning and counts his blessings. You might too! 

Emergency Planning Tips 

During Hurricane Season 

In 1985, Hurricane Gloria made landfall as a Category II 
hurricane on Long Island. Reports estimated that 
Hurricane Gloria caused $300 million (1985 USD) in 
damage ($639 million 2012 USD)  

 
In order to be prepared during the hurricane season, 
Nassau County Legislator Judi Bosworth announced 
that the Nassau County Office of Emergency 
Management has begun to make preparations in case a 
hurricane makes landfall. It is important that we are all 
ready for a hurricane, and suggest the following: 
 
 Develop a family plan for survival and property 

protection. Rehearse the plan so everyone knows 
what to do.  

 Have flashlights, battery-operated radios and extra 
batteries on hand.  

 Have material available to protect your doors and 
windows. 

 Put together a family hurricane evacuation kit that 
includes bottled water, bedding and clothing, 
including sleeping bags and pillows, and 
appropriate prescription medicines.  

 Ensure that enough non-perishable food and water 
supplies are on hand. One-gallon of water per 
person per day is recommended.  

 Make sure you provide for your pets as well. 



To nominate someone for the      

Star Performer Award  you select 

someone who works in a shop or 

business who goes out of their 

way to make you feel special, 

and who makes Great Neck Plaza 

a better place for you to live, 

work, shop and play. Potential “Star Performers” greet 

you with a smile, are eager to help, treat you with dignity, 

respect and patience so that it’s a genuine pleasure to do 

business in the Plaza.  

Just  fill out  the Nomination  Form and  mail it  back to 

us.  It’s  that  simple. Call  Brian  Hetey,  Mayor’s  

Assistant, at (516) 482-4500 for more information or to 

nominate a “Star Performer,” and join us on Thursday, 

September 20, 2012 at 9:30 a.m. for a really “feel good” 

ceremony at Village Hall.  

Next Star Performer Awards  

September 20, 2012 

 
“STAR PERFORMER” NOMINATION FORM 

 
 
If you wish to nominate a “Star Performer”, please complete this form 
and mail it to: Star Performer, Village of Great Neck Plaza, 
Village Hall, 2 Gussack Plaza, P.O. Box 440, Great Neck NY 
11022, Attn: Star Performer.  We will invite you and your “Star” to 
attend the next award presentation.  
 
Name of your nominee:  

___________________________________________________ 

 

Their employer_______________________________________ 

Four words that best describe the nominee: 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

My name & phone number: 

___________________________________________________ 
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Call for Artists; Village of Great Neck Plaza Looking for Artists to Exhibit 

If you are an emerging or established artist, 
looking for a new venue to showcase your work, 
then you may want to consider exhibiting with the 
Village of Great Neck Plaza.  We are interested in 
seeing your work and publicly displaying it in the 
community.  

Our court room, in a public municipal building 
space, is outfitted as a gallery with hanging wires 
to accommodate a variety of picture sizes.  We are 
currently putting out this call for artists and 
portfolio submissions for exhibits for the 
remainder of 2012 and going into 2013.    

If you wish to consider exhibiting with us, please 
contact the Mayor’s Assistant, at (516) 482-4500, 
or email mayorsassistant@greatneckplaza.net, to 
set up an appointment to view your portfolio and 
our exhibit hall. Generally an exhibit is displayed 
for approximately 4 to 6 weeks.  Works can be for 

A recent artist reception showcasing the wonderful 

artwork by Gail Manpearl Smith.  

sale; however, artists may not label prices on their pieces, 
and instead may offer their artwork for sale in a separate 
catalog handout listing. 



The Village is happy to welcome new 
businesses that have opened in the Plaza. Stop 
in and greet these merchants and say “hello.” 
They bring vitality, diversity and new life to our 
community.  If you are a new storeowner in 
town, new management, or are celebrating a 
milestone anniversary, the Plaza would be 
happy to provide a free Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony to celebrate your event. Just call the 
Mayor’s Office at 482-4500. Some recent 
additions are: 
 
 Oil Licious (Ribbon Cutting Scheduled for 

September 20, 5 p.m.) 10 Grace Avenue 
 Buzz Copy Prints and Stationary, 9 North 

Station Plaza, (516) 466-0100 
 Cheeburger Cheeburger, 46 Great Neck 

Road (Gardens of Great Neck), (516) 829-
2433 

 J.K Conceptual Art, 7 North Station Plaza, 
(516) 466-8887 

 Verizon, 67 Middle Neck Road, (516) 466-
9100  

VILLAGE OF GREAT NECK PLAZA 

2 Gussack Plaza, P.O. Box 440 

Great Neck, NY 11022-0440 

Phone:  (516) 482-4500 

FAX:     (516) 482-3503 

E-mail: info@greatneckplaza.net 

We’re on the web... 

www.greatneckplaza.net 

PRSRT STD 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Flushing, NY 

PERMIT NO. 1599 

Dates to Remember: 

 Sunday, September 9, Noon - 5 p.m., Our 28th Annual AutoFest, Street Fair, 
Clothesline Art Show  

     (Rain Date: Sunday, September 16) 

 Friday, September 14, 2 p.m., Veterans Social Club, Great Neck Senior Center 

 Thursday, September 20, 9:30 a.m., Star Performer Awards in the Village 
Courtroom  

 

The Plaza Welcomes New Merchants 

A recent ribbon cutting event welcoming Fixx Boutique to 
Great Neck Plaza. 
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